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Education is for students 

_.. which is why it is important that you, 
the student, should know something 
about how your province’s education 
system works. The Ministry of Education, 
Ontario, has prepared this pamphlet 
especially for students—to supply 
information about itself and its relation- 
ship to schools. 


What is the Ministry of Education? 

It’s that branch of our provincial govern- 
ment whose basic purpose is to ensure 
that all Ontario students have a good and 
equal opportunity to learn. 


We at the Ministry care very much 

about what and how you, the student, are 
taught, as well as about the qualifications 
of those who teach you. We are concerned 
with setting, maintaining, and upgrading 
the educational standards that will make 
it possible for you to get the most out 

of school. 


Our responsibility to communities is a 
large one: Ontario has nearly 5,000 
schools, in which some 100,000 teachers 
teach over two million pupils. 


How does the Ministry work 

with schools? 

People employed by the Ministry stay 

in close touch with local school boards. 
There are nine regional offices of the 
Ministry located throughout the province, 
all well informed about what is happenin; 
in their areas and able to supply direct 
assistance and advice to deal with | 
problems as they arise. Fully twenty per — 
cent of the Ministry’s staff are engaged 

in working directly with key education 
people in the nine regions. 


Local boards, guided by elected trustees, 
are responsible for the day-to-day opera- 
tion of their schools, within policies 
worked out by the Ministry. They hire 
all necessary staff such as teachers, care- 
takers, bus drivers, and various specialists 
The boards also create their own policies 
on matters that apply to their specific 


areas. 
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Some of the other tasks carried out by 
Ministry staff include looking after 
students who are unable to attend regular 
school by making correspondence courses 
available to them, and providing special 
programs for those who have left school 
but wish to return to their studies. 


As a branch of government, we in the 
Ministry are civil servants ultimately 
responsible to the people of Ontario 
through the provincial parliament where 
our policies, programs, and budgets are 
debated openly in the democratic 
process of government. 


The chief executive officer of the Ministry 
is an elected member of the provincial 
parliament whose cabinet position is that 
of Minister of Education. He attends 
weekly meetings with other ministers, 
where the overall policies of government 
are discussed and formed. 


The Minister of Education is aided in his 
executive duties by a Parliamentary 
Assistant, a Deputy Minister, and three 
Assistant Deputy Ministers. They work 
with personnel at government head- 
quarters in Queen’s Park, Toronto, and 
the officials in the nine regional offices 

at the task of putting educational 
policies into force across the province. 


We would like to hear from you. 

Now that you know a little bit more 
about us, we at the Ministry would like 
to continue to stay in touch with you, 
the student. Having some idea of your 
feelings (both good and bad) about the 
kind of education you are now receiving 
will help us to do our job better. Please 
feel free to write. Your questions and 
remarks are welcome at any time. 


Address your letters to: 


The Ministry of Education 
Mowat Block, Queen’s Park 
Toronto, Ontario 
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Minister of Education 


